Calprotectin and lactoferrin levels in the gingival crevicular fluid of children.
The purpose of this study was to determine the levels of calprotectin and lactoferrin, 2 microbiostatic proteins, in the gingival crevicular fluid (GCF) of normal children. The children represented a population, primarily underprivileged, seeking care at a regional dental health care center. GCF was collected from Ramfjord teeth (or their deciduous equivalent). GCF volume was quantified by conductance. Calprotectin and lactoferrin levels were quantified by sandwich ELISA, and found to have a mean value of 70.8+/-94.2 microg/mL and 68.2+/-108.7 microg/mL, respectively. The levels of calprotectin and lactoferrin varied directly with one another and inversely with the amount of fluid obtained in a 20-second sampling period. The mean levels were at or above the minimum inhibitory concentration determined in vitro.